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June 10, 2013 
 
 
 

To: IRIS Consortium Member Representatives 
      IRIS Staff and Partners 
 
On behalf of the IRIS Board of Directors, I would like to follow up on David Simpson’s 
announcement of his plan to retire as IRIS President in 2014.  In his normally thoughtful and 
IRIS- and community-centric way, David has provided for the orderly transition in leadership 
of both the facility and Consortium.  This change comes at a time when we are in an excellent 
position to move forward into the new five-year Cooperative Agreement with the NSF, as 
well as develop longer range plans to address the outstanding science opportunities that are 
emerging from IRIS members and the broader Earth Sciences community. 
 
David and the Board have discussed and planned this transition over the past year.  This time 
has allowed the development of plan that will engage the community in finding and attracting 
a new President for the Consortium.  It will be important to identify the unique person who 
will lead IRIS during the new five-year Cooperative Agreement with NSF and be fully 
engaged in planning for the future.  The new President will be critical to interacting with both 
the seismological and broader Earth Sciences community as the science vision for the coming 
years is developed. 
 
A Transition Committee, consisting of Board members Anne Meltzer (Chair), Jeroen Tromp, 
Matt Fouch and Jeroen Ritsema, was established early in the year to initiate planning and 
implementation of the search. They and the Board have developed a transition calendar that is 
designed to complete the search for a new President in the first half of 2014.  Important steps 
in the process will include a careful description of the qualifications and attributes we seek in 
a new president, and the appointment of a Search Committee later this summer. Linked to the 
transition, the Board is initiating a review of the Consortium's vision for the future, starting 
with a Board retreat later this week. We encourage broad engagement of the IRIS community 
and beyond during the full transition process.  Every IRIS member organization as well as our 
fine staff will have opportunities for input to this process. The Board and I welcome your 
comments and suggestions. As the transition proceeds, we will continue to provide 
information on the process and provide more specific ways to receive your advice. 
 
I close with the observation that the Consortium is strong. In many ways this can be directly 
linked to David’s engaging leadership since 1991. There will be ample time to congratulate 
and celebrate David’s leadership in the coming months.  I would encourage each and every 
one of you to engage David individually in appreciation of his strong leadership and 
unwavering dedication. The close association of the facilities and Consortium has been central 
to his leadership and I am thankful for this vision, which provides a firm foundation for the 
opportunities that lie ahead in the coming years. 
 
Best Regards, 
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